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RODOLFO
DORDONI

Over the past few decades, Rodolfo Dordoni has established himself as a
prominent figure in the design world, with his unique style and innovative
designs that have garnered worldwide recognition. His designs have been
featured in some of the most prestigious design exhibitions, including the
Milan Furniture Fair, Salone del Mobile, and Maison & Objet.

Rodolfo Dordoni was born in 1954 in Milan, Italy. He is an architect, interior
designer, and industrial designer, and his works span architecture,
industrial design, and art direction. He graduated in architecture from the
Politecnico di Milano in 1979 and later worked with several design and
architectural firms, including the legendary Italian architect and designer.
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Rodolfo Dordoni's portfolio
includes a range of projects that
span architecture, industrial
design, and interior design.
Some of his notable projects
include the Kettal Maia Outdoor
furniture collection, the Minotti
Aston seating system, and the
Foscarini Lumiere table lamp. He
has also worked
With several leading brands in
the design industry, including
Artemide, Cassina, and Moroso.

In this eBook is to explore
Rodolfo Dordoni's journey as a
designer and his collaborations
with Olivari to create some of the
most iconic door handles in the
world. We will delve into his
design philosophy and approach,
examine his notable works and
achievements, and explore the
materials, finishes, and
production process behind his
designs.

We will examine how Olivari
handles are being presented in
India through the exclusive
partnership with Benzoville, with
a call to action to explore and
experience the innovative
designs of Olivari handles at
Benzoville showrooms.

04Rodolfo Dordoni

Salone del Mobile

Maison & Objet.



Career
Rodolfo Dordoni was born and raised in Milan,
Italy, a city that has long been known for its rich
artistic and design culture. Growing up in this
environment sparked his interest in design, and
he pursued his passion by studying architecture. 

Dordoni graduated in architecture from the
Politecnico di Milano in 1979. During his studies,
he was exposed to the works of leading
designers and architects, including Gio Ponti,
who had a significant impact on Dordoni's design
philosophy and approach.

After graduating, Dordoni started his career by
working with several design and architectural
firms, including Studio B&B Italia, where he
worked as the head of the design department.
During his time at B&B Italia, Dordoni gained
valuable experience in industrial design and
collaborated with some of the most renowned
designers in the world.

Dordoni's early design projects included a range
of furniture and lighting designs that showcased
his innovative approach to design. One of his
early designs was the Flos Taccia table lamp,
which he designed in collaboration with Achille
Castiglioni in 1962.

Early Life and 
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Background and Early Life
Rodolfo Dordoni was born on September 7, 1954,
in Milan, Italy. His father was an industrial
engineer, and his mother was an artist. As a child,
Dordoni was fascinated by design and was
heavily influenced by the artistic and cultural
scene in Milan.

Education and Training

Fitted Wardrobe 



Early design projects

Another notable project from this
period was the Dordoni Architetti
studio, which he founded in 1990.
The studio focused on architecture,
interior design, and industrial
design and quickly gained
recognition for its innovative
approach to design.

Dordoni's early designs were
characterized by their clean lines,
sleek aesthetics, and focus on
functionality. He experimented with
various materials, including metal,
glass, and wood, to create designs
that were not only beautiful but
also practical and functional.

Overall, Dordoni's early career was
marked by his passion for design,
his dedication to innovation, and his
ability to collaborate with some of
the most renowned designers and
architects in the world. These early
experiences set the foundation for
his later works and established him
as a leading figure in the design
industry.
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Major Design 

Projects 
Rodolfo Dordoni's career is marked by numerous major design projects that have left an
indelible mark on the design industry. In this chapter, we will provide an overview of his
significant design projects, delve into his design philosophy and approach, and explore some
of his notable works and the awards he has received throughout his career.
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Dordoni's design portfolio spans a wide range of disciplines, including architecture, industrial design,
and interior design. His multidisciplinary approach has allowed him to create innovative designs that
seamlessly blend form and function.

Dordoni values the use of high-quality materials and innovative production techniques. He believes
that a successful design should not only be visually appealing but also functional, durable, and
sustainable. His designs often showcase a perfect harmony between aesthetics and practicality,
resulting in products and spaces that are both beautiful and highly functional.

In the field of architecture, Dordoni has
designed a variety of commercial and
residential buildings. His architectural
projects exhibit a harmonious integration of
modernist principles with contemporary
aesthetics, creating spaces that are visually
striking and functional. Some of his major
architectural projects include luxury hotels,
residential complexes, and corporate
headquarters.

As an industrial designer, Dordoni has
collaborated with renowned brands to create
iconic furniture pieces, lighting fixtures, and
home accessories. His designs are known for
their clean lines, timeless elegance, and
attention to detail. Dordoni's furniture
designs often feature a perfect balance
between form and comfort, creating pieces
that are both visually appealing and
ergonomic.

Dordoni's design philosophy is rooted in the
belief that design should enhance people's
lives and create spaces that evoke emotions.
His approach is characterized by meticulous
attention to detail, an emphasis on
craftsmanship, and a focus on creating
designs that withstand the test of time.
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Throughout his illustrious career, Rodolfo Dordoni's designs have
garnered international acclaim and recognition. He has received
numerous awards and accolades For his contributions to the design
industry. Some of his notable works include the Kettal Maia Outdoor
furniture collection, the Minotti Aston seating system, and the Foscarini
Lumiere table lamp.

Dordoni's works have been exhibited in renowned design exhibitions
worldwide, including the Milan Furniture Fair and Maison & Objet. His
designs have also been featured in prestigious design publications,
further solidifying his reputation as a leading figure in the design
industry.

Foscarini Lumiere Table Lamp

Foscarini Lumiere 
Table Lamp
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Compasso d' Oro

In recognition of his achievements, Dordoni has been honored with
several awards, including the Compasso d'Oro, which is one of the
highest honors in the field of design.

Rodolfo Dordoni's major design projects and his consistent pursuit of
excellence have cemented his position as a visionary designer. His ability
to create designs that are not only visually captivating but also functional
and timeless is a testament to his talent and dedication to the craft.

Compasso d'Oro  
Influential Design Award
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Olivari 

Door Handles  
we will explore the world of Olivari door handles and delve into Rodolfo Dordoni's involvement
with the brand. We will discuss the process of designing Olivari door handles, the materials,
finishes, and the production process involved, as well as the key design features and
innovations that make Olivari handles stand out.
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Olivari is a renowned Italian company specializing in the production of high-quality door handles.
Established in 1911, Olivari has a rich heritage of craftsmanship and design excellence.

The brand is known for its commitment to innovation, attention to detail, and collaboration with
prominent designers to create door handles that are both functional and aesthetically pleasing.

Rodolfo Dordoni's collaboration with Olivari began as a natural progression in his design career. His
reputation as a talented and innovative designer caught the attention of Olivari, who recognized his
unique design sensibilities and his ability to create timeless pieces.

When designing Olivari door handles, Dordoni takes into consideration various factors such as
ergonomics, usability, and the overall aesthetic harmony of the handle with its surrounding
environment. His designs aim to strike a perfect balance between visual appeal and practicality.
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Dordoni meticulously studies different handle types, exploring various shapes, proportions, and
surface finishes. His designs often feature clean lines, subtle curves, and a focus on simplicity. He
pays great attention to the tactile experience, ensuring that the handle feels comfortable and natural
to grip.

Olivari door handles are crafted using a variety of high-quality materials, including solid brass,
stainless steel, and aluminum. The choice of material depends on the desired aesthetics,
functionality, and durability of the handle design.

The finishes applied to Olivari handles are carefully selected to enhance their visual appeal and
complement different architectural styles. These finishes can range from polished and brushed
metals to unique surface treatments that add texture and character to the handles.
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The production process at Olivari involves a combination of advanced technology and traditional
craftsmanship. The handles undergo precision manufacturing techniques, including CNC machining,
hand polishing, and meticulous quality control to ensure that each piece meets the highest standards
of craftsmanship and functionality.

Dordoni's designs for Olivari door handles often incorporate key features and innovations that set
them apart. These can include hidden fixings, integrated locking mechanisms, and modular designs
that allow for customization and flexibility. Furthermore, Dordoni's designs for Olivari handles also
pay attention to environmental sustainability. The brand is committed to reducing its environmental
impact by using eco-friendly materials, implementing energy-efficient production processes, and
adhering to sustainable manufacturing practices. Olivari and Dordoni collaborated to create a
collection of door handles that showcases artistry and craftsmanship and challenges traditional
design, inviting a reimagining of the role of door handles in architectural design.
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Presence in Prominent  

Buildings Worldwide
We embark on a global journey to explore the pervasive influence of Olivari door handles
by Rodolfo Dordoni in some of the world's most prominent buildings and architectural
projects. Each installation tells a story of meticulous design integration, where door
handles cease to be mere functional elements but emerge as integral components of
architectural aesthetics.
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Our exploration begins in Milan, where the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II stands as a testament to
timeless Italian design. Through detailed case studies, we unravel how Dordoni's Olivari door handles
adorn the entrances, seamlessly blending with the grandeur of the Galleria. We examine the
significance of these handles in preserving the historical essence while adding a touch of
contemporary sophistication.

 Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele II

Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II
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Moving across the continent, we delve into the iconic Shard in London. Through vivid descriptions,
readers discover how Dordoni's door handles contribute to the sleek and modern aesthetic of this
architectural marvel. Case studies shed light on the role of these handles in creating a cohesive
design language within the building's avant-garde structure, marrying functionality with the Shard's
overall design ethos.

The Shard, 
London

The Shard, London
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In the cultural oasis of Abu Dhabi, we explore the Louvre, a masterpiece of art and architecture.
Through detailed examples, we investigate how Dordoni's door handles contribute to the museum's
immersive experience. Case studies highlight the significance of these handles in spaces that
demand both aesthetic sensitivity and functionality, reflecting Dordoni's ability to merge art with
everyday elements.

 Louvre Abu
Dhabi

Louvre Abu Dihab i
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Our journey takes us to Asia, where Marina Bay Sands in Singapore stands as a symbol of opulence
and modernity. Through engaging narratives, we uncover the role of Olivari door handles in
complementing the luxurious interiors of this integrated resort. Case studies illustrate how Dordoni's
designs seamlessly integrate with the Asian aesthetic, adding a touch of sophistication to the vibrant
spaces.

 Marina Bay Sands
Japan

Marina Bay Sands Singapore
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We explore the Skytree, a fusion of tradition and innovation. Through case studies, we unravel the
intricate ways in which Olivari door handles by Dordoni contribute to the building's overall design
narrative. We examine how the handles become not just functional elements but storytellers,
weaving the narrative of Japan's rich cultural heritage into the modern fabric of the Skytree.

Olivari door handles are featured in a chapter that showcases how they add value to architectural
projects by complementing design intent and enhancing the overall aesthetic. They are a universal
player in the global narrative of architecture and design.

Tokyo Skytree
Japan

Tokyo Skytree Japan
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Olivari Door 

Handles In India
Introduction to Benzoville as an Exclusive Partner of Olivari in India
Our exploration now leads us to the vibrant and diverse landscape of India, where the collaboration
between Olivari and Benzoville has brought the elegance of Rodolfo Dordoni's door handles to
architectural spaces across the subcontinent. In this chapter, we unravel the narrative of this
exclusive partnership and how it has transformed the way India experiences design and functionality
at its entrances.

Overview of Benzoville's Showrooms and their Extensive Collection of Olivari Door Handles
Benzoville emerges as the exclusive custodian of Olivari's design legacy in India. We take a virtual
tour through the opulent showrooms of Benzoville, strategically located to provide design
enthusiasts and architects across the country with a tangible experience of Dordoni's creations. The
chapter unfolds with vivid descriptions of the meticulously curated displays, showcasing the
extensive collection of Olivari door handles in a variety of styles, finishes, and functionalities.

As readers navigate through the pages, they'll find themselves surrounded by the tactile allure of
brushed metals, the warmth of natural woods, and the sleek sophistication of modern design—all
encapsulated in the handles that adorn the doors at Benzoville's showrooms.
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Importance of Experiencing the Designs Firsthand and Visiting Benzoville Showrooms
In an era dominated by digital experiences, this chapter emphasizes the unique and irreplaceable
value of experiencing Olivari door handles firsthand. We explore the tactile connection that emerges
when one turns a finely crafted handle and the visceral impact of witnessing the interplay of light on
different finishes. Through engaging narratives, readers are encouraged to envision themselves in
these showrooms, immersing their senses in the world of design brought to life by Olivari and
Dordoni.

Understanding the nuances of each handle—the cool touch of metal, the smoothness of a polished
surface, or the organic feel of wood—requires more than just visual appreciation. By inviting readers
to physically engage with these handles at Benzoville's showrooms, we emphasize the importance of
a holistic design experience that goes beyond aesthetics and engages the senses.

As this chapter unfolds, readers are transported to the heart of India's design scene, where Olivari
door handles, curated by Benzoville, become more than just functional elements—they become a
dialogue between design, architecture, and the individuals who interact with them daily. Through
these showrooms, Olivari and Dordoni's legacy is not just observed but felt, reinforcing the idea that
design is an immersive journey that unfolds in the tangible spaces we inhabit.

www.benzoville.com
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As we reach the final chapter of our journey,
it's time to reflect on the extraordinary
career of Rodolfo Dordoni and the indelible
mark he has left on the world of design.
We've traversed through the formative years
of his life, explored the intricacies of his
design process, and witnessed the global
influence of Olivari door handles in some of
the most iconic buildings worldwide.

Rodolfo Dordoni's career is a testament to
the transformative power of design. From his
early days shaped by Italian influences to
becoming a global design luminary, Dordoni
has consistently pushed boundaries, blurring
the lines between form and function. We've
seen how his creative journey unfolded
across various industries, from furniture
design to architecture, and how his
collaborations with Olivari became
synonymous with innovation and elegance.

Dordoni's design philosophy, marked by a
harmonious blend of tradition and
modernity, meticulous attention to detail,
and an unwavering commitment to
functionality, has redefined the way we
perceive and interact with the spaces around
us. His legacy is not just a collection of
objects; it's an enduring narrative of how
design can shape and enrich our lives.

Conclusion
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Benzoville emerges as the exclusive custodian of Olivari's design legacy in India. We take a virtual
tour through the opulent showrooms of Benzoville, strategically located to provide design
enthusiasts and architects across the country with a tangible experience of Dordoni's creations. The
chapter unfolds with vivid descriptions of the meticulously curated displays, showcasing the
extensive collection of Olivari door handles in a variety of styles, finishes, and functionalities.

We encourage you to visit Benzoville showrooms. With a wide range of handles designed by Rodolfo
Dordoni and other renowned designers, and knowledgeable staff on hand to provide expert advice
and guidance, Benzoville is the perfect destination for anyone looking to elevate their space with the
timeless beauty of Olivari handles.
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